
Buffer Setbacks 
 
Land application of biosolids and/or industrial sludge shall not occur within the following 
minimum buffer zones: 
 

 
Adjacent Features 

Minimum Distance (feet) to Land Application Area 
Surface 

Application a Incorporation Winter b 

Occupied dwellings c 200 200 200 
Water supply wells and springs  100 100 100 
Property lines c 100 50 100 
Perennial streams and other surface waters 
except intermittent streams  

50 35 100 

Intermittent streams/drainage ditches 25 25 50 
All improved roadways  10 5 10 
Rock outcrops and sinkholes  25 25 25 
Agricultural drainage ditches with slopes 
equal to or less than 2.0% 

10 5 10 

 
a. Not plowed or disked to incorporate within 48 hours. 
b. If surface application occurs on average site slopes between 7% and 15% during the time 

between November 16 of one year and March 15 of the following year. 
c. Buffers may be reduced with the written consent of affected landowners and residents.  

 


